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ARIANA CUBILLOS Associated Press/File, Aug. 11, 2016 


Ashley, 3, rests with her father, Maykol Pacheco, in her hospital bed at the University Hospital in Caracas. Two weeks after she scraped 
her knee, she was screaming in a hospital, fighting for her life as her family scoured the city for scarce antibiotics. 


HEALTH CRISIS 


Venezuela’s hospitals: too 
many patients, too few beds 


BY ANTONIO MARIA DELGADO 
adelgado@elnuevoherald.com 


The health crisis in Venezue- 
la is approaching levels compa- 
rable to those of the poorest 
nations — with women forced 
to give birth in waiting rooms, 
patients treated on hospital 
floors, and forecasts that hun- 
dreds of thousands of children 
are at risk of dying from mal- 
nutrition. 

The alarming scenario also 
includes a shortage of med- 
icines for treating severe dis- 
eases like cancer, diabetes and 
high blood pressure, and for 
containing outbreaks of conta- 
gious diseases, such as malaria 


m The latest problem in 
Venezuela is a severe shortage 
of hospital beds and vital 
medicines, a situation that 
poses a serious and growing 
risk to public health. 


and diphtheria. 

Services are very limited in 
both public hospitals and pri- 
vate clinics, where shortages of 
supplies have reduced the 
number of available beds to 
little more than 25 percent of 
what the country needs, ac- 
cording to experts. 

But finding a hospital bed is 
no guarantee that the patient 
will receive the required treat- 
ment because hospitals have 
less than 5 percent of the sup- 


plies and medicines needed to 
function normally, said Dou- 
glas Leon Natera, president of 
the Venezuelan Medical Feder- 
ation. 

“Any Venezuelan who gets 
sick here in the country today 
runs the risk of entering a 
clinic only to have the relatives 
leave crying” because “there’s 
nothing” in many hospitals, 
Leon Natera told el Nuevo 
Herald in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“We have barely 3 or 4 per- 
cent of the supplies and med- 
icines [needed], which is really 
nothing,” he said. “And the 
showcase hospitals, which 
receive the most resources, 
may have only 10 to 12 per- 


cent.” 

Pummeled by the collapse of 
the Chavista economic model 
and low oil prices, the govern- 
ment of President Nicolas 
Maduro has put strict limits on 
the importation of food, med- 
icines and other basic goods. 

The lack of supplies has 
reduced the number of avail- 
able public hospital beds from 
47,000 to 18,000. Private 
clinics have another 7,000 
beds, bringing the nationwide 
total to 25,000. 

SEE CRISIS, 4A 


(>) MOREINSIDE 


White House is asked to sanction 
Nicaragua for Venezuela links, 14A 


GOV. SCOTT | PROPOSED BUDGET 


Budget 
diverts 
$92M from 


affordable 
housing 


E Florida Gov. Rick Scott proposes 
spending $230 million on housing 
programs but there’s $92 million 
more available in housing trust funds 
that’s being planned for other 
priorities. There’s a bipartisan effort 
to stop that practice. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

As every Florida county struggles 
with an affordable housing problem, 
Gov. Rick Scott signaled Tuesday that 
he is poised to engage again in the 
annual real estate bait-and-switch on 
taxpayers. 

In the last budget proposal of his 
term, the governor wants to sweep 
money from the affordable housing 
trust funds and use $92 million of it for 
other priorities. If the Legislature 
agrees, it will be the 17th time since 
1992 that millions of dollars intended 
to lower the cost of housing in Florida 
will be swept into the general revenue 
account to fund pet projects, other 
spending priorities and tax breaks. 

The governor’s budget includes 
$230.3 million for housing programs — 
the most he has proposed since he was 
elected in 2010. That includes $20 
million steered to workforce housing in 
the Florida Keys, $96.3 million to pay 
for projects funded by the Florida 
Housing Finance Corporation and $34 
million for the State Housing Initiatives 
Partnership program, which works with 
local governments. 

Scott’s increased focus on housing 


SEE BUDGET, 4A 


© Moreinsive 


Gov. Rick Scott calls for a record-high state budget 
of $874 billion for next year, 4A 


TRANSPORTATION 


The driverless car revolution is coming. 


(Maybe it could be a fix for road rage) 


BY LINDA ROBERTSON 
lrobertson@miamiherald.com 


The driverless-car revolution is coming to Man- 
hattan streets in early 2018. Trials are running in 
Pittsburgh, Phoenix, Boston and San Francisco. 
But the ride of the future is not yet on the calendar 
for Miami, a city that needs autonomous vehicles 
more than any other to render its notoriously bad 


drivers obsolete. 


Hang in there, Miami road warriors, because 
high-tech, self-driving cars are on the way, and 
Florida is beckoning with the country’s least re- 


oaa 
Sent, $ 


strictive laws regulating their operation. 


SEE CARS, 2A 


erep! 


STEVEN SENNE AP File/Jan. 10 
An autonomous vehicle is driven by an engineer 
in an industrial park in Boston. 


AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 


Senate GOP to add 
repeal of Obamacare 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


The Washington Post 


mandate into tax bill 


Œ Senate Republicans said they are intent on repealing the 
requirement that Americans get health insurance, targeting the 
provision as a way to finance deep tax cuts. 


mestic priorities in a single piece 
of legislation. 

Repealing the mandate, which 
compels most Americans to buy 


Senate Republican leaders said health insurance or pay a fine, 
Tuesday that they would seek a 
repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act’s individual mandate 
through their tax bill, a major 
change of strategy as they try to 
accomplish two of their top do- 


SEE GOP, 2A 
(>) MOREINSIDE 


House passes bill to overhaul National 
Flood Insurance Program, tA 
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SHOOTING VICTIM 
MOURNED 


LOCAL & STATE 
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BUSINESS 


‘WORST TOYS’ 
REVEALED 


Malcolm Nicholas, 19, Perla Tabares Hantman has A consumer safety group 
was a former Miami been named Miami-Dade shared its list of worst toys 
Senior High and Mater School Board chair, in part for the holidays. On the list: 
Academy standout in because of her relationship a plastic Wonder Woman 
basketball, 3A with state lawmakers, 9A battle sword, 10A 
CUSTOMER SERVICE : | 
A : 5 Business 10-11A Deaths 14A : People 1C 
To subscribe or report delivery issues, Classified 7-9B Lottery 12A : Puzzles 9C TAN | | | | | 
800-843-4372 or miamiherald.com/customer-service Comics 8C Local news 3A : Television 1C ol ores 3333o 


